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PLT Title 

Wild and Whirling Words: Strategies for Improving Student Writing 

 
Blurb for PLT Conference Brochure 

Grade 11 teachers tackle the task of how to encourage students to take more ownership of their writing skills. Over the 
course of the year, students create individualized writing goals after each piece of writing and then demonstrate 
improvement/ achievement of those goals through revision and self reflection. 

 
Contact Information (Write * next to facilitator’s name.) 

Name School Grade Level or Subject 

Tracie Santiago* BHS English 

Kris Comment BHS English 

Anne-Marie Wayne BHS English 

Martha Bloom BHS English 

Risa Carp BHS English 

 
PLT SMART Goal  

Students will be able to use perseverance and effort to analyze their writing in formal reflections and set goals for 
improvement.  The reflections, which serve as guided practices, will help students meet their goals by focusing them on 
their own learning needs and interests and taking ownership of their learning. 

 
Key Actions 

1. Look at feedback 
2. Paraphrase feedback (graphic organizer) 
3. Identify two areas (graphic organizer) 
4. Draft a goal statements (graphic organizer) 
5. Approved by teacher (graphic organizer) 
6. Finalized goal statements (graphic organizer) 
7. Revise one passage for each goal in Huck Finn to demonstrate understanding of goals 
8. Revisit goal statements in future papers; when mastery is demonstrated, new goals will be created 

 
Findings  

Successes 

 Students were conscious of their goals and therefore more aware of their strengths and weaknesses as writers 

 Students demonstrated their understanding of their strengths and weaknesses 

 Students read teacher feedback and rubric 

 Students better understood teacher feedback and/or rubric 

 Some students demonstrated improvement in their goal areas 
Limitations: 

 The different nature of the papers made following through with goals difficult 

 While students could identify areas of weakness, many could not revise correctly without one on one teacher 
instruction 

 Teachers did not have enough time to conference with each student 

 Current curriculum does not allow for additional writing instruction opportunities  

 Many students did not improve writing across multiple papers 

 
Recommendations / Next Steps  

Revisit the process for next year to allow for more individual conferencing time. 

 


